Yeats Country Bridge Congress 2015 — Radisson Blu Hotel Sligo
Analysis of the hands from the Saturday Night Session

The theme throughout my year as CBAI President was ‘Improve your Game’ where |
tried to encourage players to sit down and take a fresh look at their game and maybe
discuss one or two aspects of their game with their partners. This is my last
Congress and | offer this Commentary in the hope that it might turn on a few
‘lightbulbs’ and get some of us thinking a little more about this wonderful game. As
ever | am only too delighted to talk to anyone about bridge now or in the future. A
big thank you to all who helped and supported me during my big year. Fearghal.

AAG43 Board 1 : Dealer North : Love all
v109 West North East South
¢ 10 1s Pass 3
*AK10972 All Pass
aKQ A 10972 _ . .
vA853 vQJ76 Some N/S will get to 3NT and there is nothing E/W can do
+KQ754 +8632 to stop South making 3NT. Most North’s will make it as well
%85 23 since it takes the unusual lead of a top Heart from East to
2385 defeat it.
vK42 The North hand is worth an opening bid in any system.
*AJ9 Some South’s will respond 2NT or even 3NT.
*QJ64
HCP Makeable contracts || The N/S's who play in Clubs will have an easier time of it
*1elvlaINTH it they might not get a lot of matchpoints
11 N[4[-[-[2]2 :
14 3 s[s5[-]-]3]3
12 El-|3[2]-
W 3[2]-]-
a2 Board 2 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
vAQ1082 West North East South
¢+ A5 Pass 1a
~KJ976 Pass 2v Pass de
aA953 A 108 Pass ANT Pass 5& (1 or4)
v7 v9653 Pass 5v All Pass
+J863 +Q92 o o
*A1054 £Q832 Missing 2 Aces, there should be no N/S pair in slam? Once
AKQJI764 North responds 2v (guaranteeing 5+ cards), South can
vKJ4 agree Hearts either by raising to 4 or maybe by splintering
+K1074 into 4&. The 44 splinter showing shortness in Clubs should
*>- help North put the brakes on.
HCP Makeable contracts L o . )
<]+ ]v]|a]|NT|| Those South’s who insist on playing in their own suit should
14 N[1]3]5]4]4]| beheldto 10 tricks.
9 4 s|1|3[5]4]4
13 El-[-[-[-
W -
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AK63 Board 3 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
vJ9o84 West North East South
¢ AQ7 Pass
%752 INT Pass 2v Pass
aQ?2 AaAJ10974 | 24 Pass 44 All Pass
vQ72 v K6 ] ) ) ) _
+310985 o K2 E/W will make an easy 11 tricks in their Spade game losing
*AK4 +0Q106 two tricks to the two red aces. This should be a routine
285 contract e_lll aroqnd the room but there might be a few pairs
v A1053 trying their luck in 3NT?
+643 Some E/W might be allowed to steal an 11™ trick in No-
o ""ngv?a?’keable p— Trump for a top but most will only make 10 tricks for a
o lvlalNT bottom!
10 N -
12 13 S -
5 E[3[4]2][5]4
w|3[4]1[5]4
A K1095 Board 4 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
vK72 West North East South
+J103 Pass Pass Pass 1w
~K65 Pass 1a Pass 24
aAJ3 a742 All Pass
v95 vQ86 ) _
+Q954 +A87 N/S have 8 easy trlcksh in Hearts, Spades or No-Trump.
S A432 £31097 They can make a vital 9' tri_ck in a major suit contract if they
AQ86 can avoid losing 2 Spade tricks to West.
:ﬁé;043 Some South’s will rebid 2% and this will work out ok this
%08 time_ but 2 tends to be a better partnership bid on these
HCP Makeable contracts minimum hands.
| o |v]|a]|NT
10 N -13[3]2
11 7 S 2[3[3]2
12 El1[-]-[-]-
wWli[-]-]-]-
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A AK6 Board 5 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
v9763 West North East South
+KQJ3 le 1a Dbl
Q5 Pass 2v Pass 4v
A975 aQJ1083 | All Pass
vJ854 vA
072 + 105 Some pairs might try for Slam on this one and indeed worse
%1987 £K10432 Slams have been bid and made in the past. The 4-1 trump
42 bl_reak means that Slar_n has no chance tonight even 11
vKQ102 tricks cannot be made if South is declarer and gets a Club
+A9864 lead.
*A6 How North values his Queen of Clubs will be central to
HCP Makeable ContraC:\‘T'T whether or not N/S try for Slam. Those of us counting
15 N * ; ; ‘ 2| losers will treat the North hand as a minimum opening,
2 10 S 51 -[2]| while those that count points will treat the North hand as
13 El2l-1-1-1-||more than a minimum opening and if South thinks that
W|[1[-]-[-]-]|Northismore than minimum he will surely try for Slam.
Q963 Board 6 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
v 1098 West North East South
¢ A8S54 Pass 1s
%107 Pass 1a Pass INT
AA874 41052 All Pass
vKQ4 vA763
+76 ¢ K92 2+ is a lovely contract for N/S and if North responds 1 ¢ to
%J965 £0Q43 his partner’s 14 opening they might land in 2.
:?;2 But most North’s will wisely respond 1a - following that
+QJ103 adage that_ when your hand is worth just one _bid — sh(_)w
2 AK82 your major suit rather than your minor suit.
HCP Makeable contracts . . . .
=1+ lvlalnTl|Asinall INT contracts, the outcome will be in doubt right up
6 N 21 - 1-1-1|tothelasttrick. INT made will be a great score for N/S and
10 9 S 2[-1-1-1| even INT-1 might not be too bad.
15 Ela[-[1[-]-
wli[-]1]-]-
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AAG2 Board 7 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
v83 West North East South
+ AKJ10865 Pass
&8 1a 2¢ Pass Pass
aKQ754 a83 2v 3e Double All Pass
vAJ1052 vQ94 _
3 +Q72 E/W can make game in Hearts, Spades or No-Trump — yet
* K10 +AQ762 it'’s not the easiest hand to bid to game and indeed it might
23109 take good old fashioned ‘bow and arrow’ bidding to get
vK76 there.
+94 However getting to a Heart contract at any level should earn
#J9543 E/W a good matchpoint score losing just 2 tricks.
HCP Makeable contracts
| o |v]|a]|NT .. . .
12 N > — | 3¢x-1 by N giving E/W +200 will be just as good as 3v+2.
13 10 S 2 -
5 E|[3]-[5[4]3
w|3[-]5[4]3
Al Board 8 : Dealer West : Love all
vJ832 West North East South
+ K865 le Pass Pass 1a
*K762 INT All Pass
AaA94 A7652 _ _
vKQ95 v74 1e¢ and INT will be popular contracts here. If East decides
+AQJ10 +93 to respond with his 4 HCP, he will push his side too high.
*QJ %A10953 ,
Q AKQ1083 If North covers the second Club, E/W will make a lot of
vA106 tricks — covering the first honour with the King is ok as the
Club suit is still blocked for declarer.
742
*84 Against good defence, who give nothing away, East may
HCP Ma‘fa*i'e Cf”tLaCﬁT struggle to make any contract.
8 N - |-
19 4 S -
9 El2[2]2[1]1
wl2[2]2[1]1
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AJ5 Board 9 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
v7653 West North East South
*9 Pass 3v 34
«A108743 All Pass
A9876 AaQ10
v- vKQJ10942 Most East’s will open 3v and now South has to decide
¢ AK10754 +63 whether to ‘Double’, bid 3a or bid 3NT.
%652 *QJ _ o _ _
AAK432 The 3NT bidders will hit the jackpot if they play East to
vAS have the doubleto_n QJ of Clgbs. The ‘doublers’ will
+QJI82 probably push their side too high — unless some brave
North decides to leave the double in and collect +500 for
*K9 his side.
HCP Makeable contracts
| ¢ |v]|a|NT . . . . .
5 NI31-1-13]2]| | 34 is probably the sensible ‘middle of the road’ bid. This
7 11 sS(s5l1[-13]3 hand could be a potential minefield for anyone looking for
17 E{-|-|1]-]- a bit of excitement.
W 1]-1]-
A75 Board 10 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vK?2 West North East South
¢ AKJ103 1% Pass
& AK95 lv Dbl 3v Pass
AAQ2 AaKJ106 4e Dbl All Pass
v1076543 vAQJS8
¢542 6 There will be a wide variety of results on this board. E/W
%10 %0432 have an easy 11 tricks in a Heart contract but not all E/W'’s
29843 pairs will bid this 19 point game.
:%987 On top of that, North will most Iikgly do.uble any E/W pair
21876 who think they can make game against him.
HCP Ma:eati'e C:’ntiac:\TT N/S can make 9 tricks in a Diamond contract but not many
18 NT2131-1-1-1| \/S will find their fit. Some North’s might try 3NT - this
6 13 Sl213[-1-1-1|shouldgo 6 down. Other North’s might get out for 1 down if
3 E[-[-[5]3]-]| Eastleads a Heart or a Club!
W 5[3]-
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A KQ1095 Board 11 : Dealer South : Love all
v2 West North East South
¢ K763 le
%1098 Pass 1a Pass INT
AaA82 AaJ63 Pass 3e All Pass
vK543 v10876 _
+ A95 *J Another board where anything could happen. Some
& K32 £J7654 South’s will land in 3NT and this will not be easy to defeat.
a74 In fact West has to lead a Club and then unblock his Club
vAQJ9 King on the second round of Clubs.
;2é0842 Other North’s will try 4a. This goes down a lot quicker
P Makeable contTach because East will lead his singleton Diamond.
| o |v]|a]|NT . . . .
8 N 2 > - || N/S can make 11 tricks in Diamonds but even 10 tricks
14 3 S 5 2 [ 2 || might earn them a good result.
15 E - -] -
W -
A AKQ2 Board 12 : Dealer West : NS vulnerable
v75 West North East South
¢ K109432 Pass le 3v 3NT
%10 All Pass
41093 AJ876 _
v6 vKJ109843 | 3NT will be the normal room contract — no matter what
+AQJ5 o7 East overcalls. East has plenty of options including
%J9852 %Q ‘Pass’. 19?2v? 3v?4v?
:,56\‘(132 If declarer tackles his longest suit (Diamonds) he will
86 make at 9 tricks. A black suit lead by West will hold
¢ declarer to 9 tricks.
& AK7643
HCP Mat_eatile Cfm:acﬁT If East can get to play in 3vx-3 (+500 to N/S) they (E/W)
12 NI3151113 (3| | deserve a good matchpoint return.
8 7 s[3]5]1]3]3
13 El-[-[-[-1]-
W -
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AKQ6 Board 13 : Dealer North : All vulnerable
vQ7 West North East South
+KQ108 1 Pass le
&A1093 1lv 3¢ All Pass
a943 A J1085
v AK9843 v52 Another hand where they will be a myriad of contracts.
e Ad?2 *J3 Some South’s might reasonably respond 1NT while others
&K %18762 might prefer to have 8 HCP for a 1NT response to a 1«
AAT2 opening.
vJ106 , . ,
+9765 It won’t really ma’gter. whaf[ South responds because it .wont
2054 stop West from bidding his Heart suit. If any N/S decide to
o NMakeable contach double 2v they will collect a nice +500 for themselves. But
«1lolvlalnTl| €VEN 2¥-2 (+200) Will be a good board for N/S.
16 Nf2|3[-]1]1
14 3 sl2]3]-[1]1]| The ‘Strong’ No-Trump players have a chance of keeping
7 E[-|-1-1-1-]|West quiet and thereby avoid the Heart lead to make 8 or
W - || even 9 tricks in their No-Trump contract.
AG Board 14 : Dealer East : Love all
vAJ54 West North East South
¢ A54 Pass Pass
*AQ653 Pass ls Pass 1a
AQJ973 aK2 Pass INT All Pass
v73 vQ1092 _ : . :
+KJ3 +Q10762 Any Wests who open in third seat, might find themselves
#KJO %108 playing in 1a doubled — and if they hold it to one off it won’t
AA10854 be too bad.
VK86 Those Wests who do not open will be much happier with
+98 the auction especially if South bids and repeats his Spades.
%742 It will be very easy for N/S to get too high here.
HCP Makeable contracts
| o]|v|[a|NT
15 N[3]1[3]1]2
11 7 s[3]1(3]1]2
7 El-[-]-[-1]-
W -
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A 10432 Board 15 : Dealer South : NS vulnerable
vK54 West North East South
+Q5 le
&K843 Pass 1a Pass INT
A976 AAQJ5 All Pass
v63 vJ9o87
+AJ1082 76 INT should be the popular contract with most declarers
*1072 2 A96 making 8 tricks. Any declarer managing to make 9 tricks
K8 will earn themselves a huge matchpoint score.
vAQ102
¢ K943
*QJ5
HCP Makeable contracts
| o |v]|a]|NT
8 N[3]1[2]1]2
5 12 s[3]1f2]1]2
15 El-[-]-[-1]-
W -
A64 Board 16 : Dealer West : EW vulnerable
vK54 West North East South
+5 Pass 3NT All Pass
*AKQJ532 _ _ _
AKJ9 AQ8732 M_ost North’s_, will open 3NT showing a solid 7 card Club or
v9762 vQJ Diamond suit. Idea_IIy N(_)rth ;hould haye no more than a
o KJ4 +Q862 Queen outsm_ie of his solld_ minor but still most North’s will
%1094 276 open .3NT — if only to see if their partner can remember
AAL05 what it means.
vAl083 With the other 3 suits stopped South is happy to play 3NT.
¢+A10973 The lucky drop of the doubleton QJ of Hearts means that
*8 declarer can make 12 tricks. One or two might try 6NT or
HCP Makeable contracts | | g4, and if they used a 4 ¢ response asking North to bid his
| o |v|a|NT|| ... ) .
13 NTel3T2a1l6 singleton’ they thoroughly deserve their good score.
8 7 s|6|3[4]1]6s6
12 El-[-[-[-]-
W -
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a5

aQ732
v6
+853
& AKJ107
A A84

vAJ10974 vKQ3

Board 17 : Dealer North : Love all

West North East South
Pass 1le 1a
2v 3a 4e All Pass

This is a hand where the ‘good’ players can test each other.
Both sides have a ‘double-fit’ and if they can discover that

¢ AJ107 ¢+ KQ942 : _ _ _ _
%82 £Q9 during the auction both sides will keenly contest the auction.
AKJ1096 North-South would like to bid 5ax-1 and lose 100 rather
v852 than 450 but most E/W'’s will get away in 4v+1.
*6
%6543
HCP Makeable contracts
| o |v]|a]|NT
10 N[2|-[-]4]-
10 16 s{2]-[-14
4 E|-[5]5[-]2
W 5/5[-]2
A K85 Board 18 : Dealer East : NS vulnerable
vQ106 West North East South
e AJ42 2NT Pass
%1073 3% Pass 3v Pass
a9632 AAQ74 3NT Pass 44 All Pass
v53 v AK84 , ,
+Q987 oK 4441 hands are always awkward to describe. The choice
£Q52 «KJ96 seems to be between opening 1& and opening 2NT.
333072 14+3 will be common a_nd will score ok. Any_ declarers who
+10653 manage to scamble 9 tricks in 2NT or 3NT will get the top
2 A84 score.
HCP Makeable contracts
| o |v]|a]|NT
10 N -
4 20 S -
6 El4[2]2[4]2
wla[2]2[4]2
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A9 Board 19 : Dealer South : EW vulnerable
vA763 West North East South
+J10854 INT
%5473 Pass Pass 24 All Pass
AJ6543 A AKQ72 _ _ _ o .
v42 vQJ9 N/S have a nice Heatrt fit but even if they find it, E/W will not
¢32 +Q6 let them play in it.
*AQ106‘ 108 *987 Because of the lucky lie of the Club suit, E/W can make 9
K1085 tricks in a Spade contract by finessing the 10 of Clubs on
:AK97 the first round.
*KJ2 Consequently this lie of the Club suit should be bad news
HCP Makeable Con”acr\?T for N/S in a Heart contract who should lose 3 Club tricks, 1
: Tt T ——1| Spade and 1 Heart.
7 14 s|-Jl2]2]-]-
14 El2]-]-[3]-
W2 3 -
A 1085 Board 20 : Dealer West : All vulnerable
v872 West North East South
+KQ654 le Pass INT Pass
%92 3NT All Pass
aAl a K6 _ . .
vAJ54 vQ103 I's hard to imagine any other final contract but no doubt
¢ AJ82 +973 there will be a few surprise contracts.
&A76 %QJ543 .
, Q9743§ There are at least 2 routes to 11 tricks (24, 4%, 14 and 4&)
vK96 or (2s, 4v, 3¢ and 2&) so if declarer only makes 10 tricks
+ 10 he will score really badly.
«K108
HCP Makeable contracts
| o |v|a|NT
5 N -
19 8 sl-1-[-1-1-
8 E[5[4]5]2]5
W{5[4[5][2]5
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AaKOo8 Board 21 : Dealer North : NS vulnerable
v83 West North East South
¢J9543 Pass Pass 1a
&A105 2v 2a All Pass
A A65 AaQ103
vQJ1042 v965 79777
+A10 +Q72
Q32 %J984
AJ742
v AK7
+ K86
& K76
HCP Makeable contracts
| o |v]|a]|NT
8 N 2 -[2]1
13 5 S 2| -[1]1
14 Ela[-[1[-]-
wli[-J1]-]-
AKQ532 Board 22 : Dealer East : EW vulnerable
v42 West North East South
¢ 104 Pass INT
S AKB2 Pass 2v Dbl 24
a74 21096 Pass 44 All Pass
vJ106 vAKQ53 _ )
+ K852 +763 Some N/S will not get to game and they will not score too
£QJ107 295 badly because there will be some N/S pairs going down in
AAJS 4a or 3NT.
v987 . . .
+AQJ9 Of course if South is in 3NT _and West doesn’t find a Heart
2843 lead or Heart switch when in with the ¢K then 3NT will
HCP Makeable contracts make.
| o |v]|a]|NT
12 Nl2l21-1212]||4s has 10 tricks but if West is brave enough to duck the
7 9 s|2]2]-14]2]] first Diamond trick, he will put pressure on Declarer to keep
12 E[-|-11]-[-]|awinning trump in dummy and or recognise the minor suit
w 1]-1-1|squeeze thatis catching West.
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A 85 Board 23 : Dealer South : All vulnerable
v5 West North East South
¢ A9754 lv
%J10762 Pass INT Pass 2v
aJ9 AA7643 All Pass
vQ842 v97 o _ _
+J832 +KQ6 Anyone playlng in Spades, be it East or South, will not have
*AK5 +0Q83 a pleasant time.
:}:8\112563 South with only a minimum opening is certainly not strong
+ 10 enough to reverse into 2a and a 2v rebid will land him in a
294 makeable contract.
HeP Mal:_eatile Cfmrfc:\?T East might decide to overcall 2a at some point but his
5 NT11-121-1-1| Spades are really not worth a vulnerable 2 level overcall.
11 11 s{1]-]2]- Some North’s might decide to pass the 1v overcall and that
13 E|-|1[-]-]1]|isoktoo.
W 1]-[-]1
aQ432 Board 24 : Dealer West : Love alll
v3 West North East South
+KQJ1062 2NT All Pass
& K6
A AK7 a65 This should be another interesting board. 2NT will be the
vAJ5 vQo8 normal opening and now East has some options....Pass,
+ A98 +43 3NT, 34 followed by 4%, 5&, Pass followed by 3& if
*AJ95 £1087432 | doubledin 2NT? 3a(Transfer to %)?
AJ1098 . : ,
vK107642 If_North didn’t have such an _obwous Diamond lead, E/W
might well make 3NT but as it is declarer cannot make more
;(7?5 than 7 tricks in No-Trump on a Diamond lead.
HCP Makeable ComraC:\TT Any E/W pair who manage to play in Clubs at any level will
11 N * I ' g — | get at least 70% of the matchpoints. 10 tricks will be
21 > S 11 -2 -l normal. Itis possible to make 11 if South shows you his
6 E[5]-[1]-]1]| v10 so that you can run your 9.
wls[-]1[-]1
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A 985 Board 25 : Dealer North : EW vulnerable
vQ West North East South
¢107632 Pass Pass le
~AK108 Pass 3e All Pass
aJ2 aQ743
v 10853 vAK974 Some Souths will open a Weak No-Trump and that will work
o KJ +84 out very well tonight....but a good tip is not to open a Weak
£QJ973 254 NT in third seat.
:JAé(2106 Diamonds is a better place to play and this contract will put
no strain at all on declarer making an easy 10 tricks for
; 2;?95 +130.
HCP Makeable ComraC:\T'T Some East’s might venture in but if they get doubled they
9 N ; :1 ' ; > 1| Wil lose at least 200 for a bad score.
8 9 s[2]4]-]3]2
14 El-[-[1[-]-
W 1]-1-
A K85 Board 26 : Dealer East : All vulnerable
vQ104 West North East South
+Q64 Pass INT
& A743 Pass 2NT All Pass
AA97 AJ1043 , ,
vK98632 v5 With only _23 HCP, _N/S shouldn’t get higher than 2NT.
Y o KJ7 Declare_r will have a bit of work to do to make even 2NT and
£109 #KQ652 some will go down.
4Q62 Some West’s might try a vulnerable 2v overcall but this
YAJT hand really isn’t worth it and if N/S decide to double it they
;JA§0853 will pick up a nice +200.
HCP Makeable contracts
| o]|v|a|NT
11 N 2 -[-]1
7 10 S 2 -[-]2
12 El1[-|1]1]-
wli[-J1[1]-
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